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An Enemy Chosen

Main Idea:

Jesus Christ’s providence is so undeniable and His 
grace is so powerful, He can take a murderous enemy 
and redeem him to be His chosen instrument.

Passage Progression:

•An Enemy Confronted 9:1-9

•An Instrument Chosen 9:10-19



Grace & Providence

Grace: unearned or undeserved favor towards 
those who deserve punishment.

Providence: “purposeful sovereignty” – Piper





Who is Saul?

•Born in Tarsus – Acts 22:3

•A Roman Citizen – Acts 22:28

•Rabbinic Training – Acts 22:3

•Jewish Pedigree – Philippians 3:5-6

•Passion & Zeal – Galatians 1:13-14



An Enemy Confronted

I myself was convinced that I ought to do many things in 
opposing the name of Jesus of Nazareth. And I did so in 
Jerusalem. I not only locked up many of the saints in 
prison after receiving authority from the chief priests, 
but when they were put to death I cast my vote against 
them. 

And I punished them often in all the synagogues and 
tried to make them blaspheme, and in raging fury 
against them I persecuted them even to foreign cities. 
Acts 26:9-11





An Enemy Converted

How do we know Saul has been converted 
by the grace of Jesus Christ?

He tells us in his own words in 1 Tim 1:13
“formerly I was a blasphemer, persecutor, and insolent 
opponent. But I received mercy because I had acted ignorantly 
in unbelief, and the grace of our Lord overflowed for me with 
the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. 

He obeys Jesus. V. 6 & 8
Saul’s actions in v. 9 & 11
What Saul speaks in v. 20



An Enemy Converted

What Saul’s conversion means for us:

Jesus Christ can save anyone!

Do not expect a Damascus Road experience.

The Lord’s providence and grace saved you.



An Instrument Chosen V. 10-19

 There are two chosen instruments in this passage!

 Ananias obeys Jesus even though he is afraid. 

Vs. 11-17

 The Gospel will spread & believers will suffer.

Vs. 15 & 16



An Instrument Chosen V. 10-19

Ananias & Saul vs. 17-19

 Saul has a new family

 Saul is filled with the Holy Spirit

 Saul obeys Jesus & is strengthened


