
Dishonored for Jesus
Acts 5:34-42



Dishonored for Jesus

Main Idea:

It is better to be dishonored for the name of Jesus than it 
is to be honored by everyone else for any other reason.

Passage Progression:

•The Common Sense of Gamaliel vs. 34-39

•The Apostles are Persecuted vs. 40

•The Apostles Respond vs. 41-42



The Common Sense of Gamaliel vs. 34-39

•Gamaliel is an expert in the law

•He urges caution. Vs. 35

•His theology is sound, but… 



The Common Sense of Gamaliel vs. 34-39

•Where is passivity masquerading as 
patience in your life? 

•Where do you know the next right thing 
to do and you’re not doing it?



The Apostles are Persecuted vs. 40

•Persecution is escalating

•The council can’t win the argument so they 
attempt to silence it.

•The council can’t silence the truth, so they 
resort to force to try and stop it.



The Apostles are Persecuted vs. 40

•What will persecution look like?

"Old totalitarianism conquered societies through 
fear of pain, the new soft totalitarianism will 
conquer primarily through manipulating people's 
love of pleasure and fear of discomfort." - Dreher

•How do we prepare?



The Apostles Respond vs. 41 & 42

•They rejoice - vs. 41

•They persist in obeying God vs. 42



The Apostles Respond vs. 41 & 42

Behold, I am sending you out as sheep in the 
midst of wolves, so be wise as serpents and 
innocent as doves. Beware of men, for they will 
deliver you over to courts and flog you in their 
synagogues, and you will be dragged before 
governors and kings for my sake, to bear witness 
before them and the Gentiles. - Matt 10:16-18



The Apostles Respond vs. 41 & 42

When they deliver you over, do not be anxious how 
you are to speak or what you are to say, for what 
you are to say will be given to you in that hour. For 
it is not you who speak, but the Spirit of the Father 
speaking through you! – Matt 10:19



The Apostles Respond 



The Apostles Respond vs. 41 & 42

•They rejoice - vs. 41

•They persist in obeying God vs. 42


