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THE UNIQUENESS OF THE  
GREATEST COMMANDMENT 

“No ancient or modern philosopher–Plato, Aristotle, Kant, Russell–ever 

taught such far-reaching ideas about love. No political figure, from Julius 

Caesar to Winston Churchill, has made such demands upon his followers 

to love. And no religious teacher, whether Buddha, Confucius, or 

Mohammed, ever commanded his followers to love one another as he 

loved them and gave his life for them. No other system of theology or 

philosophy says so much about the divine motivation of love, or expresses 

love to the degree of Christ’s death on the cross, or makes the demands of 

love like the teaching of Jesus Christ and his apostles.”  

- Alexander Strauch 

 
 



THE GREATEST COMMANDMENT 

Main Point: 

• Jesus says the greatest commands are to love God and 
love neighbor, so we should obey Him. 

Tension Point: 

• These two commands should not be separated. 



THE GREATEST COMMANDMENT 
• Jesus says the greatest commands are to love God and love 

neighbor, so we should obey Him. 

• These two commands should not be separated. 

Passage Progression: 

• Who – The Pharisees hypocrisy exposes the tension Vs. 34-36 

• What – Love God and Love Neighbor Vs. 37-40 

• How do we love God and love neighbor? 



DEFINE THE TERMS 

What is Love? 

• “Love is willing self-sacrifice for the good of another that 
does not require reciprocation or that the person being 
loved is deserving.” – Paul Tripp 

Who is my neighbor? 

• Anyone we meet who needs help regardless of their 
ability to reciprocate and regardless of whether or not 
we think they are deserving.  

 

 

 



WHO? THE PHARISEES - VS. 34-36 

• What do they love? Chapters 21 & 23 

• Loving God will lead to loving our neighbor or we don’t 
actually love God at all. 1 John 3:16 & 17, 4:20 

• Spiritual blindness always leads to twisted love 

 

 

 

 

 



WHAT? LOVE GOD & LOVE NEIGHBOR – VS. 37-40 

• Love God – Deuteronomy 6:4 & 5 

• Heart – Whole person, thoughts, will, intentions, and actions 

• Soul – Entire self, emotions, desires, unique characteristics 

• Mind – Center of intellect, reason, and attitude 

• Key - All 

• Love Neighbor – Leviticus 19:9-18 

• Generosity, Fairness, Truth, Reason 

 



HOW DO WE LOVE GOD AND LOVE NEIGHBOR? 

1 John 4:9-11 In this the love of God was made known 
among us, that God sent his only Son into the world, so 
that we might live through him. 10 In this is love, not 
that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his 
Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 11 Beloved, if God 
so loved us, we also ought to love one another.  

 



HOW DO WE LOVE GOD AND LOVE NEIGHBOR? 

 

 

1. God’s nature is love  

2. Since God is love, He shares His love by sending His Son 

3. Since God is love, He shares His love by sending His Son 
and enables us to love others through His Spirit 

 


