


Could This Be the 

christ?
John 7:14-31





John 7:14-21
MAIN IDEA:  When the Son Speaks neutrality is not an option, for his 
presence demands a response.

• The Son Defends His Authority (14-18)
• The Son Exposes the Blindness of Human Judgement (19-24)
• The Son Brings Division (25-31)
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““But at this point in his ministry, he is 
confronting human pride and human love of 
praise, and he is doing it by modeling what it 
is to be truly and deeply human, not what it 

is to be divine. He was the God-man, and 
there are times in John’s Gospel where one is 

foremost, and times when the other is 
foremost.”

~John Piper



John 7:14-21
MAIN IDEA:  When the Son Speaks neutrality is not an option, for his 
presence demands a response.

• The Son Defends His Authority (14-18)
• Defense #1 (vs 17) If anyone’s will is to do God’s will, he will know whether my teaching 

is from God or whether I am speaking on my own authority.



“You will discern that Jesus is a reliable 
spokesman for God when your will is so 

transformed that you will what God wills. When 
your desires are God’s desires. When your passion 
is God’s passion. When your preferences are God’s 
preferences. Then your reason will be able to see 
Jesus for who he really is. When your willing is in 
sync with God’s, your knowing will be in sync with 

truth.”
~John Piper
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• The Son Defends His Authority (14-18)
• Defense #1 (vs 17) If anyone’s will is to do God’s will, he will know whether my teaching 

is from God or whether I am speaking on my own authority.

• Defense #2 vs 18…The one who speaks on his own authority seeks his own glory, but 
the one who seeks the glory of the one who sent him is true, and in him there is no 
falsehood.
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“This cannot mean that they think the biblical 
revelation provides no hint of the Messiah’s 

ultimate origins…rather the Jerusalemites hold 
the view that the Messiah would be born of 

flesh and blood yet would be wholly unknown 
until he appeared to effect Israel’s 

redemption…with such expectations, there 
could be none of this ‘perhaps he is, perhaps 

he isn’t’ speculation.”
~D.A. Carson
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