
Under Pressure
Acts 22:30-23:11



Acts 22:30-23:11

Main Idea: When we are under pressure, how 
should we respond?

Passage Progression:

 Conscience 22:30-23:1

 Conviction 23:2-5

 Courage 23:6-11



Who?

 The Roman Tribune – Claudius Lysias (23:26)

 The Jewish Council: (23:8 & 9)

Sadducees – liberal & anti-supernatural

Pharisees – conservatives & acknowledge 

the supernatural

 Ananias – The High Priest  (23:2)

 Paul – An Apostle sent by Jesus to the Gentiles 

(22:21)



Conscience 23:1-2

 What does Paul mean by good conscience?

 Why does Ananias order him to be struck?



Conscience 23:1-2



Conviction 23:2-5

 “God will strike you, you whitewashed wall.”

Deut. 28 & Ezekiel 13:8-16

“And I will break down the wall that you have smeared with 

whitewash and bring it to the ground, so that it’s foundation will 

be laid bare. When it falls, you shall perish in the midst of it and 

you shall know that I am the Lord! Thus I will spend my wrath 

upon the wall and upon those who have smeared it with 

whitewash...Ez. 13:14 & 15a



Conviction 23:2-5

How do you respond when the Holy Spirit 

convicts you?

 A law unto yourself or…

 Freedom in Christ



Courage 23:6-9

 Hope & the Resurrection v. 6

 Death, the Devil & Fear

1 Cor. 15:26 & Heb. 2:14 & 15

 Physical Resurrection

Phil. 3:20, 21 & 1 Cor. 15:42 & 43



Courage 23:10 & 11 

“At my first defense no one came to stand by me, but all 

deserted me. May it not be charged against them! But the 

Lord stood by me and strengthened me, so that through 

me the message might be fully proclaimed and all the 

Gentiles might hear it. So I was rescued from the lion’s 

mouth.” 2 Tim 4:16 & 17



Courage 23:10 & 11 

“Take Courage!”

 You are united to the resurrected Christ through 

the Holy Spirit!


